JUNE 17 n                Journal to Stella
proposals of it, and publish it;8 and so I told my lord,
and he approves it. Yesterday's was a sad Examiner^
and last week was very' indifferent, though some little
scraps of the old spirit, as if he had given some hints; but
yesterday's is all trash. It is plain the hand is changed.
23.1 have not been in London to-day: for Dr. Gastrel10
and I dined, by invitation, with the dean of Carlisle, my
neighbour; so I know not what they are doing in the
world, a meer country gentleman. And are not you
ashamed both to go into the country just when I did, and
stay ten days, just as I did, saucy monkies ? But I never
rode; I had no horses, and our coach was out of order,
and we went and came in a hired one. Do you keep your
lodgings when you go to Wexford? I suppose you do;
for you will hardly stay above two months. I have been
walking about our town to-night, and it is a very scurvy
place for walking. I am thinking to leave it, and return
to town, now the Irish folks are gone. Ford goes in three
days. How does Dingley divert herself while Stella is
riding? work, or read, or walk? Does Dingley ever read
to you? Had you ever a book with you in the country?
Is all that left off? confess. Well, I'll go sleep, 'tis past
eleven, and I go early to sleep; I write nothing at night
but to MD.
8 This pamphlet occupied Swift's thoughts for some time, and finally
appeared as A Proposal for Correcting, Improving and Ascertaining the
English Tongue; In a Letter To the Most Honourable Robert Earl of Oxford
and Mortimer, Lord High Treasurer of Great Britain. London: Printed for
Benj. Tooke, at the Middle-Temple-Gate, Fleetstreet. 77x2. It is dated
*Feb. 22. 1711,12.', and was published on 17 May 1712 (The Post Soy,
15-17 May; The London Gazette, 17 May). There are further references
to it in the Journal. See also Corresp. i. 267-8.
* No. 47.
10 Frands Gastrell, 1662-1725, had been chaplain to Harley, when
Speaker, 1700. He became a Canon of Christ Church in 1703, and Bishop
of Chester in 1714. He compiled the Notitia Cestriensis, which has been
printed by the Chetham Society. Hearne described Him as *a Man of
little or no Learning', and of 'a proud haughty temper' (Collections, iv.
316). See Tale of a Tub, ed. Guthkelch and Nichol Smith, p. 3 n.3
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